JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
NOTES ON THE COURTSHIP AND MATING BEHAVIOR OF THE SOFT-SHELL TURTLE, TRIONYX MUTICUS (REPTILIA, TESTUDINES, TRIONYCHIDAE)
The available information concerning courtship and mating behavior in the softshell turtles (Trionyx) has been summarized by and is mainly anecdotal. and Males appear to actively search for females. Spring observations in the pool revealed much rapid surface swimming in erratic courses with short bursts, apparently random in direction, by male-sized turtles. When two or more such turtles came within a few meters they swam toward each other until within a few centimeters; each would then submerge and reappear on the surface within a few seconds, and go its own separate way. Occasionally, after a confrontation, both heads would submerge and reappear and chase would ensue, the pursuer usually within a meter of the pursued. In one instance the pursued turtle, approximately four m distant, stopped, turned about and moved toward the pursuer. When they were again in close proximity, they submerged a few seconds, and the chase ahech resumed. Similar behavior also was observed by A receptive female would remain passive while a male investigated and mounted. If basking, she would move slowly back to the water while the male attempted to mount. In several instances two or three males attempted to mount a female simultaneously. One female was observed for about 10 min while she slowly foraged in water about 5 cm deep. During this time three different males attempted to mount, but she appeared to ignore them completely. Successful mountings were seen in deeper water only. Males do not grasp the females with the forelimbs and consequently must continually "swim-on" the female to remain mounted. I could not determine in the murky water whether males grasped the females with their hindlimbs. saw no hindlimb grasping in courting Trionyx. One apparently copulating pair was observed for 20 min as they swam slowly, occasionally submerging and making a disturbance so that the water surface would be agitated, reemerge, and resume their slow swimming at the surface. All the while the male was "swimming-on." Legler (1955) has described underwater courtship and mating behavior of a male T. muticus and a female T. ferox (= spiniferus) in a laboratory tank.
In September 1973 a male (plastron-83 mm) and an immature female (plastron-113 mm) were temporarily housed in a plastic shoebox with water to a depth of several centimeters. 
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